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Captain John Bird is a Texas Ranger who was
killed by Comanche Indians at the Battle of
Bird Creek. He also served during the War of
1812, and he served in the First Regiment in
the Texas Revolutionary Army. He is buried in
a mass grave in the center of the cemetery
with four other Texas Rangers.
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He is the son of William Bird who came to
America from England in the early 1700's. He
migrated to Texas in 1829 with his family, and
settled on the Brazos River on Old Cow
Coopers' in Austin County near San Felipe.

His wife is Sarah Elizabeth "Sallie" {(Denton)
Bird. Their children are Elba, Nancy Jane,
William Parrish, Thomas Jefferson, and Wincy
Bird.
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Continuing Indian raids caused settlers on the
upper Brazos, Trinity and Colorado rivers to
petition the Congress of the Republic of Texas
for help. On Sunday, May 26, 1839, Captain
John Bird and Private Nathaniel Brookshire
encountered three Indians skinning a buffalo
and routed them, capturing one of their horses
laden with meat. Around 9:00 a.m., a small
party of Indians busily chasing a herd of
buffalo and sighted the rangers at the
supposedly abandoned Fort Smith.
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At 1:00 p.m., Captain Bird and 35 rangers
tried to catch up with the Indians who
remained just outside of rifle range. The
rangers charged, but to no avail, and decided
to retreat. At that point the rangers were
surrounded by 40 Indians. The rangers
dismounted and walked their horses into the
ravine (later named Bird's Creek). Private H.
M. C. Hall persisted in remaining on horseback,
and he was mortally wounded while
dismounting on the bank.

Smoke signals were sent and 200 Indians
arrived from the Comanche, Caddo and
Kickapoo tribes. The Indians charged several
times, but were repulsed by the rangers’
accurate fire. In the battle, Private Thomas
Gay fell dead in the ditch from a rifle ball;
Private Jesse E. Nash was shot and killed by an
arrow; First Sergeant William H. Weaver was
killed by a rifle ball to the head; and Second
Lieutenant William R. Allen and Private George
W. Hensel were severely wounded.
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As the Indian fell back a second time, Captain
Bird jumped up on the bank to encourage his
men and was shot through the heart by an
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arrow launched by an Indian at the
extraordinary distance of 200 yards. Just at
dark Comanche War Chief Buffalo Hump and
12 warriors charged the rangers. The war chief
was killed and the Indians withdrew. The
rangers reported to have killed about 30-40
Indians and wounded about as many. The
rangers secreted the bodies of Bird, Weaver,
Gay and Nash in the ravine and carted off the
three wounded rangers - Allen, Hensel and
Hall. They reached Fort Smith about 2:00 a.m.
on Monday, May 27. Private Hall died soon
after reaching the fort. Several days later the
rangers returned to collect the bodies. They
were buried in one large crude coffin side-by-
side on the banks of the Little River near Fort
Smith.

The battle became known to Texans as "Bird's
Victory." Very little is known about the 5
rangers except Bird. Bird was born in 1795 in
Tennessee and was married with 4 children
when he arrived in Texas in 1830. He had
fought with Andrew Jackson in the War of
1812, against the Comanche in 1832 and the
Mexicans during the Texas Revolution in 1836.
Weaver was born in Mississippi and was about
21 years of age.

In 1936, two Texas Centennial markers were
placed in Temple, Bell County, in honor of
Captain John Bird, First Sergeant William H.
Weaver, and Privates H. M. C. Hall, Thomas
Gay and Jesse E. Nash.

Family links:

Children:
William Parrish Bird (1819 - 1899)%*
Thomas Jefferson Bird (1821 - 1897)*

*Calculated relationship

Burial:

Fort Griffin Cemetery
Bell County

Texas, USA
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Ranger: James W. Robinett.
-Anonymous
Added: Aug. 25, 2010

Thank you for serving our country.
- Kay Hawkins Douglass

Added: Mar. 31, 2010
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