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Jocally. The Grost Town of Bragy na
toe Uan [ derat  Cwneral Braxton B
relesau engine '+ who surveyed the area. .o
1901 Ju-u biet ey Kirby operarcd a sawmill
ar the site. in 1903 the Gulf, Colorad's 104
Santa Fe Railroad /5CSE) ran a spur lu.2 to |
Saratoga with a devot and hotel ac Bragg ;
that sceved rail traffic o poople,

merchandise, oil, logs wud saves. In 1934
the branch line was discontinued and
dismantled.

The Bragg Horel was built by Otho Head |
during oil boom days. In 1910 Henry | | o
McClain, 2 Santa Fe bookkeeper, his R Fitd
wife Margaret acquired and operated the | Jackson
hotel, and Margaret also served as |
pastmistress for a population of more than | ™ 1927, R.E . .ckson, a ruiload

200 until 1921. : conductor whi -+ ronre ca-ried him
| through a port. n of the Big Thicket,
| organized the ! «st Texas Big Thicket

Association. 1. goal was to preserve
for posteritv a sizable portiun of the :
Big Thicket in fts natural state, E

jackson personally attempted to
preserve a portion of the Thicket by
leasing 18,000 acres of land.
Regarding this tract as a nucleus,
Tackson and his followers agitated for
hoth state and federal action to save at
least 430,000 acres of the Big Thicker
as a wildlife preserve. In early years,
Jackson and his grpup were unable to
generate enough widespread interest in
the Big Thicket to gain political
support necessary, but gradually
attitudes changed.
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