
 At the age of 11, the native of Germany ran away from home to search for gold and silver in the mines of Mexico. Within years, he was a multi-millionaire."

In 1838, Steinheimer heard that his childhood sweetheart Marie was living in St. Louis and was still unmarried.

Accompanied by two friends and ten mules loaded with gold and silver, Steinheimer headed toward Missouri to find the young woman. The travelers feared for their safety while traveling through Texas and decided to bury most of the treasure at a place where three steams met and formed a river.

After pounding a large spike into an oak tree to mark the burial site, the men continued on their journey. They were soon ambushed by Indians and Steinheimer's friends were killed instantly. 

Although badly wounded, Steinheimer was able to escape on foot. Fearing he would die soon, he drew a crude map and enclosed it in a letter to Marie. 

He requested she keep the message secret for three months. If he recovered from his injuries, he would join her in St. Louis. However, if he did not appear by the end of the three months, the fortune would belong to her. 

A group of travelers promised Steinheimer they would deliver the letter in exchange for six gold coins.

Marie received the message, but Steinheimer never reached St. Louis.

Accompanied by her family, Marie reportedly traveled to the area outside Belton, Texas, where three streams join to form the Little River. Despite great effort, they never found Steinheimer's treasure.

According to Cherone, "Untold millions are still hidden where a brass spike marks an oak tree."

