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INTRODUCTION 

GeoEngineers was retained by Northwest First Realtors to perform a preliminary water rights review on one 
parcel owned by Jonathan Wilson and Sara Hellberg-Wilson encompassing approximately 141.8 acres of 
ranchland located near Butler Grade, outside of Milton-Freewater in Umatilla County, Oregon. Attached 
Figure 1, Parcel Location Map, has also been provided to confirm the approximate boundaries associated 
with the property which is considered the limits of this preliminary water rights review.  The results of our 
findings are incorporated into the water right summary below. 

Scope of Water Rights Review 

Research and Review of Available Water Right Information 

Mark Grant of Northwest First Realtors provided GeoEngineers, Inc. with the parcel number attributed to 
the Hellberg-Wilson property located in Umatilla County, Oregon (see attached Figure1.)  This parcel 
information was then used as the foundation for locating water rights information through the online Water 
Rights Information System research tool located on the Oregon Water Resources Department’s (OWRD) 
website.   

TABLE 1. HELLBERG-WILSON PARCEL 

Parcel Number on 
Attached Figure 1 

Umatilla County Assessor 
Map and Parcel Number Acreage 

1 6N33000002807       #139786 141.84 

   

Through the use of the OWRD’s online water rights research tool water rights information, maps, and well 
logs were accessed and reviewed to determine the extent of water rights appurtenant to the above 
referenced parcel.  In addition the water rights maps found on the OWRD’s website were compared to the 
attached map provided as Figure 1 for location validity.   A total of three (3) water rights were identified to 
be appurtenant to Parcel 1. (See attached Water Rights and Maps).  The attributes of these water rights 
are summarized below.    

 
Water Right Certificate 28274 – (Permit G-420) 
 
Priority Date:  January 7, 1957 
Source:   Groundwater from one well (UMAT 4072)  Basalt Aquifer 
Well Location:                  Lot 2 (NWNE) Section 23, T6N, R33E, W.M.; being 495 feet South and 198 feet  
                                         East from the North quarter corner of Section 23. 
Rate and Duty:                0.64 cfs (287 gpm) and 2511 acre feet per annum (3 acre feet per acre) 
Purpose of Use:               Primary Irrigation of 83.7 acres 
Place of Use:                    T6N, R33E Section 23, NENW, NWNW and SENW (Lots 3, 4 and 6) 
 
This water right in the name of Archie Harris, allows for irrigation of up to 83.7 acres from one well and is 
limited to 251.1 acre feet per year.  The period of use for the groundwater is March 1 to October 31 
annually. This water right is appurtenant to Tax Lot 2807 (Parcel 1 in Table 1).    Records appear to indicate 
that there is no flowmeter present at the well. 
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Water Right Certificate 28275 – (Permit G-421) 
 
Priority Date:  January 7, 1957 
Source:   Groundwater from one well (UMAT 4071 & 4073) Basalt Aquifer 
Well Location:                  Lot 1 (NENE) Section 23, T6N, R33E, W.M.; being 75 feet South and 1225 feet  
                                         West from the NE corner of Section 23 on Tax Lot 2807 
Rate and Duty:  Approximately 0.33 cfs (148 gallons per minute) and 180.9 acre feet per annum 
                                         (3 acre feet per acre) is attributed to Tax Lot 2807  
Purpose of Use:  Irrigation of 60.3 acres 
Place of  Use:  Lot 2, and a portion of Lot 1 located West of the road, and a portion of Lot 6 and 
                                         Lot 7  
 
This water right is in the name of Archie Harris and is for irrigation of a total of 115.7 acres of which 
approximately 60.3 acres are appurtenant to Tax Lot 2807.  This is an estimate as the property was 
partitioned after the Final Proof Survey Map was prepared.  However, in comparing the Final Proof Survey 
Map for Certificate 28275 with the Final Proof Survey Map of Certificate 62697, these approximate 
numbers appear to be accurate.  Period of use for groundwater is March 1 to October 31.  Records indicate 
a flowmeter is present at the well. 
 
  
Water Right  Certificate 62697 – (Permit G-9605) 
 
Priority Date:   July 6, 1981 and March 1, 1982 
Source:   Groundwater from one well (UMAT 57851)  Basalt Aquifer 
Well Location:                  Lot 3 (NENW), Section 23, T6N, R33E, W.M., being 170 Feet North and 690 Feet  
                                         West from the North ¼ Corner of Section 23, being on Tax Lot 2807 
Rate and Duty:     0.56 cfs (251 gpm) for July 6, 1981, and 0.11 cfs (49 gpm) for March 1, 1982 
Purpose of Use:  Irrigation of 3.1 acres and Supplemental Irrigation of 137.6 acres 
Place of Use:                   Township 6-North, Range 33-East, Section 23  Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, 
                                         all located on Tax Lot 2807,  
 
This water right in the name of Roger Kentch allows the use of water from one well for the purpose of 
primary and supplemental irrigation.  Period of use is from March 1 through October 31.  It appears that 
the well for this groundwater right is located on Tax Lot 2807.  Little is known about the well other than it 
is approximately 915 feet deep.  No formal well log has been found for this well.  The Oregon Water 
Resources Department’s groundwater section developed a preliminary well log for this well based on nearby 
well logs (see attached well log UMAT 57851).  Records indicate there is a flowmeter present at this well. 
 
 
Additional Findings 
 
Further water right research indicated that the authorized wells from groundwater rights (Certificates 
28274, 28275 and 62697) are located within the Walla Walla Subbasin of the Umatilla Basin. In May 2017 
the Oregon Water Resources Department updated the Umatilla Basin Program rules to classify, or 
designate, what future groundwater uses are allowed in the Walla Walla subbasin (OAR 690-507-
0030(30)).  This classification limits future (new) groundwater allocation to exempt uses only in both the 
sedimentary and basalt aquifers. Also at this time the Walla Walla Subbasin was designated a Serious 
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Water Management Problem Area (SWMPA) which requires water-use measurement and reporting for 
permitted wells in the basalt aquifers. The changes adopted in May 2017 require all permitted groundwater 
rights from the basalt aquifer to: 1) install a meter on each permitted well by January 1, 2019; 2) Read and 
record the flowmeter total monthly; 3) Report use to the Department at the end of each year; and 4) Allow 
the Department to read the meters and measure water levels at least once a year. (OAR 690-507-0030(4)). 
 

Identified Gaps in Water Rights Information 

Gaps in water rights information identified through our research were the lack of specific water use reports 
on each of the three wells associated with the groundwater rights.  Records on the Oregon Water Resources 
Department’s website indicate that a flowmeter is present on two of the three wells and that OWRD staff 
have documented single readings at their annual well site visits.   However, there is no record of monthly 
water use reported from the flowmeter readings as required by the Serious Water Management Problem 
Area designation.  

It is recommended that upon completion of the sale of the property, the new landowner provide Oregon 
Water Resources Department with ownership update information and monthly water use from each of the 
wells. 

No other information gaps were identified as it appears that all water rights found appurtenant to the 
Hellberg-Wilson property are up to date and in a valid status.  No evidence was found to suggest that any 
of the identified water rights have been forfeited for any reason. 

SUMMARY 

In summary, research of existing water rights located on the Oregon Water Resources Department’s website 
to be associated with the subject parcels in Table 1 found multiple water rights for irrigation and 
supplemental irrigation.  Review of these water rights indicate that they appear to be active and valid, and 
no information in the records indicate that any of these water rights have been forfeited or abandoned.  
Options are available to any potential new landowner to update, or make changes to the water right(s).   
GeoEngineers would be happy to assist with any questions related to this preliminary review. 
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(I) LAND OWNER - _ '-- Well Number ____ _ 

Name - o: + S ti/ \\\rte (3-W\ \,,s vn -- -
Addrgs - -_ -
City Stale - Zip· 

(2) TYPE OF WOllK 
!i(New Well D Deepening D Alleration-<repairirccC!lldilillli) D Abandonment 

(3) J)JllLL METHOD: 
D Rotary Air D Rotary Mud D Cable 0 Auger 
OOther 
(4) PROPOSED USE: - · 

· 0 Domestic 0 Community D Industrial li\.Irription 
0 The~ , D Injection 0 LlvcsWck 0 Other 
(S)BOREHOLECONSTRUCTION1 - - 4/5 
Special Construction approval 0 YesO No Depth qf Compleled Well.L!L!n. 

i!itptosives used D Yes_ D No Type AlllOllnt ------
·HQLI!. SEAL 

-i-,,~ 1-r-1 ~,---
How wa5 seal placrd: Melhod p A 0 B 0 C 0 D. 0 E 

OOther---.---------~---.,..------
, Backlillplacedfrom __ ft.to~ft. ·Material _____ _ 

Gravel placed from ft. to ft. _Sire of gravel 

(6) CASING/LINER: 
- Diameter From To Gilqe Steel 

·CIPlnl: 0 
0 
0 
D 

Liner: 0 
D 

Drive Shoe used 0 Inside D Outside ONone 
Pinal location of shoc(s) 

(7) PERFORATIONS/SCREENS: 
0 hrfDflltions - _Method 

osereens iype 

Plude Welded 

0 D 
0 0 
0 D 
0 D 
0 D 
D D 

Marertal 

Cllllna 
0 
D 
D 

-0 

'l'hnllded 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

lJner 
0 
0 
D 
0 

(8) WELL TESTS: Minimum testing time ls I hour J 
· - · 'Plowing 

OArtesian OPupip OBailer OAir 
' Yield pllmhl .. l>rDl item at J Time 

I hr. 

Temperature of wa,ter Depth Artesian·Ptow Found ----
-Wu a wa~ analysis done? OYes By whom--------
Did any .s11a1a contain water not'suitable far intended use? 0 ioo little 
OSaliy OMiiddy OOdor Oco'lored OOther _____ _ 

(9) LOCATION 9\F Wf!LL by rePt cleicrlpdoa: 
County Vne.1\l 9-= Latitude -· · Longitude __ _ 

Township - ((, · ·(i>ir S Range 3_3 _ @r W. WM. 

Section ,l(p , _ _ N 1£ 114 N W 114 I 
1U Lot ___ . Loi Block ___ subdivision __ _ 

Street AddresS of w;:u (or msi address).,..· ----------

(10) STATIC WATER LEVEL: 
____ n. below land surface. Dare----
Aitesian pressure lb. per sqliare inch ·Date 

(11) WATER BEARING ZONEsi 

Depth al which water was first found -------------

Estimated l1ow Rate SWL 

(12) WELL LOG: 
Groun'd Elevatii>n __________ _ 

MaterW From. To SWL 
.Jp .. ,.J,..4 \All\\ 1-o.i;. s 
\?., D Mb-' /i L~ -I- oJ 

I 13.D .C-"--+- e-1- ,, 
~ ..i:, ""'~~"<: -- ,.,_ .... 11:.. :-..... 

L ... "-..;,~.- v( 

~ 

.,.:;, 

I 
,Y -

/VI::-:,.;. ' 
-...,~ ... 'I • 

AM"I- .-C::r') 
"u_o 

- - < r/I~ vw,... - -
J • 'IJ. 

~ 

Date started_...,,-, _____ Complettd _______ _ 

SOURCE OF DATA/INFO 

-COMPILED BY: Jen Woo<!'J, ow@ 

Deptll cif s1ra1a:·-------
~~~~~.....,...~~~~--~~~~---~D~A~T~F~·~~"f.......,-_~.;;;._-~'?r~·~o~l~:(.,__~~~~----

- / 

. WELL INFORMATION REPORT 11/16/2000 

I , 

UMAT 57851
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