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Sec. 14-125. Enforcement of rules.
In order to protect the water supply of the cities of Graham and Mebane and to safeguard its purity for human use, strict enforcement of rules and regulations governing the use of Graham-Mebane Lake is absolutely necessary. The primary purpose of the Graham-Mebane Lake is to provide drinking water for the community and the secondary purpose of this lake is to provide public recreation opportunities while protecting the water supply. Any activity that is deemed harmful to the quality of water is prohibited. Activities that are now allowed may be reviewed and prohibited by the cities without notice. 
(Code 1983, § 9-86; Ord. of 2-2-1993)
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Sec. 14-126. Warden.
(a)	Generally. The Graham-Mebane Lake warden shall be the official custodian of said reservoir and the cities' surrounding property. 
(b)	Enforcement of rules; collection of fees. It shall be the duty of the warden to enforce all rules and regulations provided for in this article and such further rules and regulations as may be adopted by the city councils. The warden, or his designees, shall collect and properly account for all fees herein provided to be collected. 
(c)	Violation of rules. The warden shall deny admission to the lake to any persons known by him to have willfully violated the rules and regulations prescribed. Persons showing evidence of intoxication or having alcoholic beverages in their possession shall not be permitted to enter city property or go upon the lake. Persons discovered on the lake in an impaired condition shall have their permits taken up, and the warden shall have the power and authority to remove such persons from the lake. Persons who are consistently careless in the operation of boats or in their behavior on the lake so as to constitute a menace to themselves or others shall be denied admission to the lake. The warden shall have the authority to issue city citations to any person violating any of such regulations or failing to comply with such rules and regulations. 
(d)	Posting regulations. The warden shall post copies of the rules and regulations in the warden's offices and other conspicuous places about the lake premises and shall direct each person to read them before using the lake. 
(e)	Reports. The warden shall from time to time, as required by the director of recreation and parks, render full and complete reports of the transactions at the Graham-Mebane Lake. 
(Code 1983, § 9-87; Ord. of 2-2-1993)
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Sec. 14-127. General regulations.
The following regulations apply to use of Graham-Mebane Lake: 
(1)	The use of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on all lake property. Persons under the influence of alcohol or any impairing drug shall be denied the use of the lake and adjoining city property. 
(2)	Swimming, wading, bathing and hunting from the water or banks is prohibited. 
(3)	Picnicking will be confined to areas designated by the cities. 
(4)	It shall be unlawful for any person, except law enforcement officers in the course of their authorized duty, to carry or discharge any firearm device. This regulation shall include, but not be limited to, any air rifles or toy guns or pistols designed to hurl a dangerous projectile. 
(5)	No trash, garbage, cans, bottles or other similar containers, papers, litter or similar refuse shall be deposited in the lake, on the shore thereof or on the adjacent lands owned by the cities around such lake, except in designated containers. 
(6)	Boats will not be permitted to land or contact the lake bank except at docks, ramps or landings provided by the cities for such purposes. 
(7)	No person under 16 years of age shall be allowed to operate a boat unless accompanied by a person 18 years of age or older. No person under 12 years of age shall occupy a boat unless accompanied by a person 18 years of age or older. 
(8)	No adjacent property owner shall have the right to use any of the cities' property surrounding the lake. It is the policy of the cities to maintain the shoreline of their municipal lake in a natural state. Trees, shrubs, ground cover and natural vegetation may not be changed so that the water supply may be protected from harmful chemicals, fertilizers, erosion and the effects of development. Development of the cities' property is forbidden. This includes establishing yards or gardens, thinning trees or underbrush, or installation of tables, walkways and other structures. 
(9)	No boat may be placed on the lake unless the same has been approved and specifically authorized by the warden or his staff. Any unauthorized boats may be impounded and disposed of as required by law. Boat access from anywhere other than the cities' ramps on Bason Road shall be strictly prohibited from the lake. 
(10)	The city manager shall have the authority to close the lake when it is determined that further activities would be detrimental to the cities' water supply or in times of drought. 
(11)	No hunting shall be allowed upon the lake or the cities' property surrounding the lake. 
(12)	No boating or recreational activities are allowed within 2,000 feet of the water intake and the spillway except by water plant personnel. 
(13)	It shall be unlawful for any person to fish, dive, swim, or participate in any activity whatsoever from any bridge or other structure on or adjacent to the lake; however this shall not prohibit pedestrian or vehicular traffic from crossing bridges. 
(14)	Each boat shall be numbered for identification with numbers not less than three inches high and the register shall show the number of the boat used. Every boat used on the lake shall be supplied with a United States Coast Guard approved life preserver for each occupant, and no person shall use a boat on the lake unless the same is so equipped. One oar shall also be present on each boat. 
(15)	No person shall violate any laws governing the pollution of public water supplies. No human excrement or urine shall be voided in the lake or deposited on the surface of the ground within a distance of 100 feet of the margin of any streams, branches, springs or tributaries thereto. A violation of this section shall be sufficient cause for refusing to permit the violator to go upon the lake thereafter. 
(16)	Any permit may be revoked and taken up whenever the holder thereof willfully violates any of the rules and regulations governing fishing or boating in the lake or any of the restrictions attached to such permit or has been guilty of conduct tending to impair the purity or sanitary conditions of the water in the lake. 
(17)	The lake hours shall vary dependent on the seasons. Activities on the lake shall be allowed only between sunrise and sunset. 
(18)	Boats operated on the lake may be manually operated or propelled by means of oars, paddles or motors. The speed limit shall not exceed 35 miles per hour. The maximum number of boats permitted on the lake at one time shall be 70. 
(19)	No more persons than allowed by the Coast Guard certification plate shall be allowed to occupy a boat at the same time. 
(20)	Buoys and signs shall be used at the lake to designate restricted areas of the lake. It shall be unlawful for any person to damage, tamper with, tie up to, or disregard any sign or buoy designating any restricted area. 
(21)	Each permit issued shall carry a notification absolving the city of any and all liability and all loss incurred while in boats or on the docks. 
(22)	Fees for fishing and boating shall be fixed from time to time by the city councils and kept on file in the office of the city clerk. 
(23)	No person shall operate a boat in any manner that endangers the lives or property of others. Reckless boating shall not be tolerated and the warden has the right to have violators removed and deny admission in the future. Boat traffic shall move around the lake in a counterclockwise direction. 
(24)	Boats within 100 feet of the shore or 100 feet of a dock, pier, or ramp, and under the bridges at Bason Road, White Level Road, Mebane Rogers Road and through the channel at Quaker Dam shall not exceed five miles per hour, these are no-wake areas. 
(25)	No boats longer than 24 feet long will be allowed on the lake. 
(26)	No boat refueling shall be allowed on the waters of the lake. 
(Code 1983, § 9-88; Ord. of 2-2-1993)




	   Created: 2023-02-01 15:05:19 [EST]
(Supp. No. 15)

Page 2 of 2
Sec. 14-128. Fishing.
(a)	Persons using the lake for the purpose of fishing shall comply with the provisions of this section. 
(b)	No person shall fish in the Graham-Mebane Lake except by proper permit approved and issued to such person by the lake warden or his authorized agent. All regulations by the state wildlife resources commission with regard to licenses, manner of taking fish and the size and number of fish to be taken are a part of these regulations. This article is subject to any state requirements that may be in conflict herewith. 
(c)	No permit shall be valid for use by any person other than the person to whom the same was issued. All permits not used on the date issued shall be void. 
(d)	Every permit required by this article shall be issued subject to revocation or cancellation upon violations by the holder thereof of any of the rules or regulations governing fishing in the lake. 
(e)	No permit shall be issued under this article to any person who has knowingly violated the rules and regulations governing fishing in the lake. 
(f)	Fish may be taken in the lake only with rod, line and hooks with natural bait or ties with artificial flies, spoons, plugs or artificial minnows. 
(g)	No fish caught in the lake shall be sold, bartered or exchanged. 
(h)	All fishing in the lake shall be from a boat or other designated areas and in no instance shall bank fishing, picnicking, cleaning or cooking fish in other than designated areas be permitted. 
(i)	The fees for fishing privileges in the Graham-Mebane Lake shall be fixed from time to time by the city councils and kept on file in the office of the city clerks. 
(j)	No fishing or boating shall be allowed past the buoy line which is within 2,000 feet of the intake at the water plant. 
(k)	No fish cleaning shall be allowed on the waters of the lake or on any city property. 
(l)	Creel limits, as posted at the marina, shall be observed. 
(Code 1983, § 9-89; Ord. of 2-2-1993)
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Sec. 14-129. Power boating.
(a)	Persons using the lake for the purpose of power boating shall comply with the provisions of this section. The use of gasoline powered boats using a petroleum derivative fuel shall be restricted to distances greater than 4,000 feet from the water plant intake structure as indicated on the Graham-Mebane Lake map posted at the Lake Marina, except that these types of boats shall be allowed to cross areas of the lake which are less than 4,000 feet from the water intake to gain access to properly designated areas in the Back Creek arm of the lake. 
(b)	Water skiing and jet skis shall be confined to those areas of the lake that are designated for this activity as shown on the Graham-Mebane Lake map as posted at the lake marina. Skiers shall make a conscious effort to keep a minimum distance of 100 feet from fishing boats and sailboats. 
(c)	Boats returning for a downed skier shall do so with caution. 
(d)	Boats pulling water skiers shall have at least two persons in the boat. 
(e)	Each water skier shall wear a life preserver type of ski belt or vest at all times. No skiing shall be allowed under the bridge at Mebane Roger Road. 
(f)	Sailing craft shall have navigation rights over power craft, but shall also move in the same general direction with traffic. 
(g)	The fees for boating and skiing shall be fixed from time to time by the city councils and kept on file in the offices of the city clerks. 
(h)	Permits relating to this section shall not be transferrable. 
(Code 1983, § 9-90; Ord. of 2-2-1993)


	   Created: 2023-02-01 15:05:19 [EST]
(Supp. No. 15)

Page  of 
